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Aimoli Zhang is a Hangzhou-based design festival curator. Her curatorial works focus on the 
relationship among objects, video projections, human interactions and the transformed space. 
In the form of exhibitions, her practice cultivates emerging talents, responds to local issues, 
involves cultural emotions and builds harmony in the society. She aims at forming a bridge 
between modern technology and traditional Chinese philosophy and she holds a firm belief that 
the future of design and public art is deeply rooted in the collaboration of creativity.

HANGZHOU INTERNATIONAL DESIGN WEEK 

In 2009, the physical resurrection of the Nansong district 
In Hangzhou, China was championed by the city’s mayor 
Cai Qi and was overseen by the Chinese Pritzker Prize 
winning architect Wang Shu. Within the design of the 
streets, the skilful use of rough-hewn natural materials 
and respect for the beauty and intricacy of the existing 
traditional architecture has ensured that the area has 
retained a sense of its original character and charm.   

In concert with this restoration and as a way of 
introducing art and design culture to the local population, 
the Zhejiang provincial government has, since 2012, 
sponsored the running of the annual Hangzhou 
International Design Week (idw). The mission of idw 
in 2014 was to occupy the empty heritage buildings 
along Southern Song Imperial Street with temporary 
installations. The concept for the event was to ‘make the 
street a museum’ for one week each year. In the flurry 
of activity that took place in the weeks leading up to 
the event, the block was transformed into a site for the 
presentation and discussion of art and design. 

The design week’s activities included the adaptive 
reimagining and reshaping of fifteen empty buildings by 
both local and international designers. The ‘pavilions’ (as 
they are called) hosted video, animation and sculptural 
installations; a pop-up design bookstore; retail outlets 
featuring the work of up and coming Chinese product 
designers; the Little Curator exhibition of art and design 
work produced by children; the Italian Design duo 
Mathery studio and their interactive play experience 
Pastillo; and RMIT University Interior Design’s The 
Hospital for Broken Things.


